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A Sport Fliers First
Pattern Contest Experience

6/15/2009
By Patrick Sartor

ow | found out about the Lone Star Pat
tern Challenge...
| am a sport flier and have never competed in
contest with RC planes of any kind. | fly
foamies, SPADs in the past, and basic sport
els. | had only helped out with IMAC events g
our field before, and it looked like the pilots w¢
all having fun even when they did not do very

well. Three weeks before the Lone Star Pattern

Challenge, Ron Lewis, a fellow member of Pr
Nuts RC club (located in Crosby, Texas) sug-
gested that | compete. | thought there was no
way | could compete with my vintage ‘80s low

wing sport plane. Yes, the airframe really was
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Coming Events

Club Meeting
July 21, 2009, 7:30 pm
Highlands Community Center
Highlands, Texas
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7/18/09
Warbirds Over Space City
Katy Texas
Space City RC Club
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8/28-30/09
11th Annual Big Bird Air Show
Austin Radio Control Assn.
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9/18-20/09
B-17 Gathering and Scale Big Bird
Bomber Field Inc.

Last months silhouette was
John Embry. Know who this is?
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PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC.

Minutes of the Meeting Held

June 16, 2009
Highlands Community Center
Highlands, Texas

The meeting was called to order at
7:35PM.
Sixteen members signed the attendan

log.

MINUTES: As published in the newsle
ter.

MOTION: By Marty Mankinen, second

by Charlie Brown to approve the May
minutes as published, Approved by a
show of hands.

TREASURER'’S REPORT: Mike Ir-
win gave the treasurers report.
MOTION: By Marty Mankinen to ap-
prove the treasurer’s report, Second b
Bill Blakeney. Motion approved by a
show of hands.

OLD BUSINESS:
The lost & found box is mounted; peopg

using the impound need to be careful as

it can be a knee knocker.

Allen reported that the shirt order is in.

Allen gave a report on the IMAC event.

It went well and was very successful.
Allen thanked all who supported the
event.

The pattern event was discussed; Alle
reported that many positive comments
were received from the fliers. He thank
the club members who supported the
event.

Field Maint.

The generator was discussed Phillip
Spitz is looking into parts. Paul Shaffe
indicated that he might have a lead on
7.5 kw Kohler generator.
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(Continued from page 1)
The shed painting is on hold due to heat.

Phillip Spitz has constructed some new benches.
Safety:

NEW BUSINESS:
MOTION: By Marty Mankinen to donate $100 to the FAI teamnthe trip to the World Championship competitiorPortugal. Pat-
rick Sartor seconded the motion. The motion pabgeal show of hands.

ENTERTAINMENT:

MODEL OF THE MONTH:

AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Taswall G. Crowson, Jr.
Secretary

Send newsletter correspondence to:

P&haffer
B1H| Centro 713-69%20
Hon TX 77018 E-mail pske2 @sbcglobal.net
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Contest (Continued from page 1)
built in the ‘80s. 1 just put a new firewall inahd covered it with whatever scraps of coverihgd.

Since | did not know the real name of the planarhed it “Wet Paint” for the paint like splotcheads from various colors of cover-
ing. Ron explained to me that my plane was le@dlis was sounding like something | should try ¢to d

Why...

So why go compete with only 3 weeks to prepareomating a pattern plane, not even knowing the secg/® 1) | like competition: It
is a way of validating your skill in any activity.have just recently started running again aft2b gear absence and | enjoy a 5K ru
from time to time just to see how | compare to o#igyear-old men. 2) Competition is fun: It is tli&e | am going to win anything in
a 5K run or a pattern competition but the compmtittan be fun and enlightening with the right atté. 3) Location, Location, Loca-
tion: The competition was going to be at PropNotg,home field, since Jetero was still under refraim hurricane Ike. 4) Jason, m
13 year old son, would be competing with me. Welldd@ompete at our first competition together drat tvould be a great father/sc
experience.

Expectations, Practice, and a Crash...

“Success is rehearsed long before it ‘suddenly apfedrom Becoming The Obvious ChoieeDodge and Cottrell) Since this was
mine and Jason’s first competition and we did ratehenough time to practice, there were no expentbf great success. Our ex-
pectations were to go fly, learn, watch the “bigyglp and have fun. We knew we needed to have ay gram practice sessions as

could get before the competition. That in itsetfsshard due to just everyday life. Jason showem wigcipline than me by using the

simulator to memorize the routine. | just did hate time get on the simulator. Jason immediatel/jerking his Phoenix Models
Extra 300S around and became much more focused pvheticing the set of maneuvers. He definitelg tiee better plane between
the two of us. However, the god of maintenanceegeés ugly head and bit us for not checking thean the elevator control horn.
On the Sunday before the competition Jason wdgeiddown line of the first half reverse Cuban eighen he called out “I do not hav
it”. He held the pull on the elevator stick untietplane hit the ground in a high speed landing. Extra was repairable but not by ne
Saturday. So now both of us were going to be fljvet Paint. Jason made just five flights with Waint before the competition.

“Toto, we are not in Kansas”...

We thought we should go to the field the Fridayooefthe competition and get in a flight or two witie box painted on the field.
Keep in mind we had never even seen a pattern ditiopdet alone competed in one. We turn in te titive way at the field and
there are all these planes on the ground, trajdases flying, white lines on the field, and thergs a very orderly process of practic
ing taking place. What happened to my field? VEheere we? Jason and | just sat there, watchddatired to some folks. | had o
thought going through my mind, “Toto, we are noKinsas!”

The First Flight — Knee knocker versus a 13 yedisaterves of steel ...

My first flight started with a decent take off ag soon as | perform the take off, the nerves kiékeand | started the knee knocking
leg shakes. | knew it was going to happen. | fherceed to zero the stall turn which | had notficad enough so | was not surpris
Trying to perform the maneuvers and stay in thewasg challenging. My mind was racing through fighf, with all these thoughts
one time: pay attention to the box lines, 1/2 titeotvings level, try to keep it some what paraitethe fight line, watch your speed,
don't let it climb, here comes the center line,fkége wings level, oh got to do a maneuver nower&lwere so many things to pay a
tention to at one time; | did not know what to pay attention to. The flight ended soon enoughthad | remembered to breathe.
was totally out of my comfort zone. | walked awtyinking well that flight really stunk but it wasally fun. Jason flew next. It was
only his sixth time to fly this plane. He stepsagmfident and not nervous. | looked down at égslduring the flight; he was calm a
could be. It must be great to be a 13 year oldo Bad Jason did not have a better caller.

Overall Experience...
It was a great experience. | did remember to heedtiring the following rounds. Jason basicallprioved each round. The contest

was very organized which made it much easier fotarfellow along. The other pilots were friendlgchoffered many good tips. Jar

(Continued on page 4

=

n

we

2xt

ne

Page 3



(Continued from page 3)
son shared air space with Chip Hyde during round3at will be a story he can tell for years to eonh came in last place, but we en-
joyed it so much we plan on competing again. ¥Yaspn ended up beating me by 42 points with aegiarhad only flown five times
before the competition. Quit laughing! We accast@d our expectations: to go fly, learn, watch“thig dogs”, and have fun.

The Challenge...
Pattern is a competition much like golf, you arenpeting with yourself and you are totally respotesior your flight. This makes it is
easy to watch your fellow competitor fly a greatmd and then tell him how well he did. If you havpattern contest in your area, |
challenge you to go try it one time just to say yidiit. The best way to learn is to get out ofiyoomfort zone. Also, you will have
much more respect for those who grace the pagbe imarious hobby magazines. Well, it is timerfeg to go burn some glow fuel so
| can stop the “trash talk” at my house.
Patrick Sartor

After the pattern event was over: Chip Hyde walking to show Charlie Stevens and Chip Hyde.
Charlie Stevens how a helicopter is really suppasdly. It was fun,
| kept expecting to see the rotor blades pull off.

BePrepared :IIIIIIIIII.IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII:

. Field Courtesy .
All | can say is you just better be ready. When tphy’s & When using the worktables to assemble, fuel, *
Law” kicks in, your time is up! « repair, etc. your airplane, clean up your mess. «
One of your beloved models, at your hands, will nitse | ; Don't leave it for the next person that wants to ]
demise. » use the table. Nobody wants to clean up somes
No matter how careful, how prepared, how hard you |, body else’s mess much less have to work in it 7
work, how good your skill, how good your equipment; = If you spill fuel, take a minute and wipe it up. =
when it's your time it will happen. Just ask JaSamtor, | . Think of the next guy, you may be him. .
ask Martin McCoy, ask Allan Smith, | think you cdul . Editor .
just about ask anybody. Even Mike Irwin, Garrett "N m = EE NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE®
Westenburg, Bill Blakeney. Ask me. You need to ke |
pared mentally. And if it's at all possible, finaalty is U T
gOOd too. ﬂ PRECISION MODEL PRODUCTS
When this bug bites you, you need to get a litteginfeel }| Precision Model Products
a little hurt, and get over it and go on. By Romco Manufacturing, Inc.
Heck, how else would you ever get a new airplane? [/ 100 West 1st Street, Deer Park, Texas 77536
Editor 281/4.79-9600 Quality—Unsurpassed
www.tru-turn.com Varity —Unmatched
| ]

Page 4



Air Force Recruiter

The chief of staff of the US Air Force decided thatwould personally
intervene in the recuiting crisis affecting allafr armed services. So, he
directed that a nearby Air Force base be openedhanaill elgible young men
and women be invited. As he and his staff weredstgnnear an brand new F-15
Fighter, a pair of twin brothers who looked likeythad just stepped off a
Marine Corps recruiting poster walked up to them.

The chief of staff walked up to them, stuck outhasid and introduced himself.
He looked at the first young man and asked, "Sdwt\skills can you bring to
the Air Force?"

The young man looks at him and says, "I'm a pilot!"

The general gets all excited, turns to his aidesayd, "Get him in today, all

the paper work done, everything, do it!" The aidstles the young man off.
The general looks at the second young man and d%Keat skills to you bring to
the Air Force?"

The young man says, "I chop wood!"

"Son," the general replies, "we don't need woodpkes in the Air Force, what
do you know how to do?"

"I chop wood!"

"Young man," huffs the general, "you are not ligtgrto me, we don't need wood
choppers, this is the 20th century!"

"Well," the young man says, "you hired my brother!"

"Of course we did," says the general, "he's alfilot

The young man rolls his eyes and says, "Dandhiyvk to chop it before he can
pile it!"
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Bachelors

Two confirmed bachelors sat
talking, their conversation
drifted from politics to
cooking.

"l got a cookbook once,"
said one, "but | could

never do anything with it."
"Too much fancy work in it,
eh?" asked the other.

"You said it. Every one of
the recipes began the same
way -

‘Take a clean dish™.
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