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Treasurer:          Mike Irwin 
 

Safety Officer:   Martin McCoy 
 

Directors:           Dan Jenkens 
                                                       David Peterson 
                             Blake Shelly 

PROP-NUTS R/C CLUB, INC. 
 

Minutes of the Meeting Held 
 

July 21, 2009 
Highlands Community Center,  

Highlands, Texas 
 

The meeting was called to order at 
7:31PM. 
Fourteen members signed the attendance 
log.  
 
MINUTES:  As published in the newslet-
ter.  
MOTION:  By Marty Mankinen, second 
by Bill Blakeney to approve the June 
minutes as published, Approved by a 
show of hands. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Mike Ir-
win gave the treasurers report. 
MOTION:  By Marty Mankinen to ap-
prove the treasurer’s report, Second by 
Tommy Curry. Motion approved by a 
show of hands. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Field Maint.  
The shed painting is on hold due to heat. 
 
Allen is working with Garrett to get sand 
for the low spots. 
 
The field is holding up well despite the 
heat and lack of rain. 
 
Safety: 
Various safety concerns were discussed. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Allen reported on the IMAC event at the 
NATs. 
 
ENTERTAINMENT:  
 
MODEL OF THE MONTH:  
Bill Blakeney presented a Hobbico 
Twinstar with 2 OS 25 FX’s for power. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 

Coming Events 
 

Club Meeting 
August 18, 2009, 7:30 pm 
Highlands Community Center 

Highlands, Texas 
 

9/18-20/09 
B-17 Gathering and Scale Big Bird 

Bomber Field Inc. 
 

9/26-27/09 
DEAF 23 

Electric Fly-In 
Dallas Electric Aircraft Flyers 

www.deaf-rc.org 
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�Answer to last months silhouette on page 2. 

Know who this is? 
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By Allan Smith 

 
It was suggested that I share our "Nats" experi-
ence so here goes.  
 
One might wonder why I at my age I would want 

to go all the way to Muncie Indiana to compete 

at the Nationals  and be abused by a bunch of 

teenagers. Actually I am still trying to figure that 

one out myself.  These kids today were raised on 

video games such as Grand Theft Auto, Halo, 

Transformers, Need for speed ; all games requir-

ing a high degree of quick reflexes and thinking. 

My videogame reflexes were developed on 

"Frogger", just jump a frog out of the way of a 

car. You see the pattern here. Actually this trip 

was a good way to see some of the U.S. I haven't 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 1) 

AIRCRAFTUS FRAGMENTUM:  
 
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Taswall G. Crowson, Jr. 
Secretary 

Send newsletter correspondence to:     pshaffer2@sbcglobal.net 
Paul Shaffer 
5110 El Centro                                
713-695-1820        Houston TX 77018        

Last months silhouette was Wayne Allen. 

 

Precision Model Products 
By Romco Manufacturing, Inc. 
100 West 1st 
Street, Deer Park, 
Texas 77536 

Quality—Unsurpassed 
Varity —Unmatched 

Model of the Month. Bill Blakeney presented a Hobbico Twinstar 
with 2 OS 25 FX’s for power. 
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visited before and see the AMA facility we are paying for. I 

knew I wouldn't be competitive with the young guns but it was a 

good venue to get in a lot of flying. 

 

Linda and I went with my two planes in the new trailer. Garrett 

and fellow Houston Imac flyer George Davis went to Louisiana 

and rode with Ryan Gonsoulon the rest of the way. These guys 

were something else. I can't even remember all the trouble they 

got into along the way. How do you get thrown out of a Cracker 

Barrel restaurant? Well they almost accomplished that feat. 

Something about Garrett thinking all the biscuits in the appetizer 

were his until Ryan stabbed at his hand and the next thing you 

know there were rolls flying in the air all over the room. Manage-

ment had to step in and explain the concept of sharing or leaving. 

Another incident at a gas station somewhere in Mississippi in-

volved duck calls and a backwoods manager telling them they all 

had "perdy lips" . That's all I'm saying about that. 

 

Linda and I 

had a more 

mundane 

trek, just 

1090 miles of 

Subway sand-

wiches, pit 

stops, and 

Red Bull. We 

went to 

Memphis the 

first day and stayed with friends. Our second leg took us over to 

Nashville then North to Indiana. There's some really nice driving 

through there. It was a long way and we were ecstatic when we 

finally made it to this place called Muncie. Ball State University 

is located here. Our impression of Muncie is that it is a "typical" 

little Midwestern community. Everyone we dealt with left us 

with good impressions that made for an enjoyable stay. 

 

We traveled Friday and Saturday which enabled me to be there 

Sunday for some practice. I was able to get a couple of flights 

down in the 25mph (+) winds. Unfortunately these winds hung 

around for the start of things Monday. The rest of the week the 

winds were down to around a manageable 10mph. The good 

thing about Sunday's wind is that it was the driving force that 

brought in a real "cool front". Monday's high was just above 90 

degrees. The rest of the week the high was not over 70 degrees. 

Awesome !!!!  Remember when we left Houston it was 101 de-

grees. 

 

On Monday we flew 3 rounds at our site. I didn't fly all that great 

but I'm going to 

blame it on the 

fact that it was 

my first Nats. I 

guess I could 

blame some of it 

on Garrett but 

he's bigger than 

me so I'll drop 

it. Garrett did 

well in his first 

day. I think he was in 5th after day one. At one point during the 

week  he had moved to fourth but alas the Nats pressure got to him 

and he couldn't hold that position. He did hold on to 6th which 

moved him into the finals on Thursday. Once again the pressure of 

the competition at this level got to him a little bit. He ended up in 

7th after it was all said and done. Still not bad for our own "Goose". 

I personally think he should have trophied in the top five but even at 

the Nats there are judging issues. It was a lot of flying and I think 

we both learned a lot from the experience. It was also good that we 

got to meet new people from all across the U.S. 

 

Thursday's freestyle was some of the best I have ever seen. These 

kids once again are taking it to another level. They are flying these 

airplanes as radical as the Helis and I don't know how they are stay-

ing together. 

 

The AMA facility is first class from the Headquarters to the field 

layouts. They also have a museum that is quite interesting with 

some excellent exhibits. It is really worth checking out if you ever 

get close to that area. 

 

Our Imac organization put on an excellently run Nationals. Two 

flying sites, 70 + pilots, 4 days of flying, and a banquet thrown in 

there made for some headaches I wouldn't have wanted to tackle. 

 

I totally agree with Dorothy… There's no place like home, There's 

no place like home! Even returning to the 100 degree weather didn't 

seem so bad. It was a long and tiring trip but we were glad to get 

back to our "diggs". 

 
Allan  
 
 
 


